How to be a VOCABULARY GENIUS 

with ACT/SAT Prep Vocabulary…
This vocabulary is quite difficult, so be prepared to actually study for the tests.  We’ll have a vocabulary quiz every Friday of a whole school week throughout the course of the semester.  

1. Write the definition of each word using a GOOD dictionary.  Webster’s New Collegiate is an excellent choice.  SOME online/database dictionaries are fine, but make sure that, using the dictionary definition, you ascertain the nuances of usage.  Make sure you know the part of speech for each word.
2. For each word write at least one MEANINGFUL original sentence using that word.  A meaningful sentence includes CONTEXT clues.  Highlight or Underline the context clues you use!  Of your 10 sentences, I expect you to use a personal element (your friends’ names, a funny story, your family’s names, events that have happened to you, etc.) in at least FIVE.  Your sentences are proof that you have prepared for the exam.  If you haven’t prepared, you don’t take the test, thus, you receive a zero for vocabulary that week.  
Example

Vocabulary Word:  Amputate

•
The veterinarian must amputate the parrot’s wing.  (not meaningful)

•
The veterinarian must amputate the parrot’s wing; he must remove the wing 

     because it is diseased. (meaningful)

3. Form a “phone study group” for vocabulary quizzes.  You will be surprised at how much this helps.  Working with your classmates will only enhance your understanding.  Use one another’s intellectual prowess - that has to be part of why we are in here together!
4. Ask questions or seek help if you are struggling.  If, within the first four weeks, you do not have a pattern of the grade you hope to always achieve, get help immediately!  I promise, getting help early will help ensure success!

“I saw that the best thing I could do was get hold of a dictionary – to study, to learn some words.”   
--Malcolm X
